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My Fellow Christians here at the 9th Lutheran Church Lo &Lo:«.?! O3 Sl 1deddn
Assembly!

Szl 9 cuani 3 pass SO b Gawd 1,5 0930 5T Ko 53 LT
What kind of type are you, an introvert or an extrovert? ' C

Introverts are usually with-drawn, reserved in dealing . ) 2. W e e
with other people and rather shy. In the presence of 295 4 9 I3 (5 455 )93 drelr Sl Olbag= 1S 09ys sla £

other people they prefer to stay in the background. el ds J‘sﬂsts')‘if 9230 32 Sy )d ddugad 9. 5,50 (5
A 0L b bls)l 4y (hle ddiad Cuani 3 S

An extrovert on the other hand is outgoing and likes to

engage with other people. Extroverts are convivial and UV oM. 3 ob.im L bldyl b ble déved Cuass Q3 S faT 39
sociable and enjoy interacting with others. LS cabB b g Cawgs 350 9 (Slaiz! Ccuani g S ﬁgT
il 3V
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The Swiss psychiatrist Carl Gustav Jung was the first to el @ quogw wliidlgyCarl Gustav Jung |y ddgde 95 ol
describe these personality types. ] 03,8 T

Let’s test this. sy pldl Glodiel 0N 0slg5 (2 o

If | would leave this pulpit now and go to select a person

in the assembly to ask them... 21 JWs pag3 luulS 5o 9 @6 S5 OV pags A8 RY

0553 dlges 9151 9 02,55

well, maybe you’re thinking: “l hope he doesn’t come

and choose me,” el 95 Sgww dy (yo a4 5ild Cungd J81 g5 > ol 4o S
well, then you’re more likely to be the introverted type. @afby Lo o Mjg‘\-wjfﬁ bfdgﬁ eJT uigj-igdﬁ
But when you were thinking: “I hope he notices me,” Yeolo o5 E_\Jw oo ol
then you’re likely the extroverted type. e Hbg) f"T &y o 439§;£|
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Most people seem to have something of both in them. Al g3 jo 9o ol ‘aoT)'! Py
| believe we all enjoyed our wonderful fellowship these 51y el Lo 4S 9 wol o 5 -
dovs hore i Evfurt and at h ) D e 0 el )3 ded Lo dS jg el @3S (2 SO (eErfurt zex
lays here m'Er urt anc at the same time appreciate 31 brial 5o @b 3l Lo S s (B Lo o 4S5 93 1 o ol 6
times for quiet reflection. ) : X Rt
P>y 9le glep §,b g pup el 059 02 590
.ﬁf‘ A% & '! MJLS

Both are important; they are necessary for our spiritual

life.
010 310 gl o Lo 9 LS (2 Buso Lo 03039y (B35 53 sl 93 (]
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1.1. The Christian faith is extroverted.

That’s how Jesus is to be understood here in the Sermon
on the Mount, and he uses three examples.

“You are the light of the world.”
Light is extroverted. It shines towards the outside and is
difficult to hide. Light spreads out, and during the day it

would be most difficult to uphold the darkness.

And Jesus continues: “A city set on a hill cannot be
hidden.”
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His listeners, of course, were thinking of Jerusalem. Jaatal N.L&)g\ﬂ.& ol s el yo (qune didj,ub Ol
A city like Jerusalem, situated more than 700 meters Ol Llg5 ad il disly jl,é e 700 YL a5 (S ks S

high, can’t be hid.

And that’s the way it is with an oil lamp that was lit in the
house at Jesus’ time for the night. It was put on a grain
basked or on a lampstand so that all would be able to see
as they sewed or carved or read.

OF 3> dS 393 b dils o (adi Elym 00l )18 wiiled yel ol . Wiley

M‘j.?':gj o uofd.‘?\b M\y % Ol fSJ}Sj‘ Py 1 C)Loj
Ao pll ()8

Ol S o sy dzgiie 395l b Gy 0l 15 s Lo

This section could therefore be translated: You are 393 H O 4 9 Jidwd (slaiz| Olowuw 9 ddud bfwjy
extroverts; Christians do not hide; they work towards the ,..USL; C,S?
outside.
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1.2 Jesus then tells us how this happens: “Let your light iy Hglasled dS s o)l :aﬁfu- deldl yo (qure 1.2
shine before others, so that they may see your good 395 95w S Juols lad B audl 3 Blasl WS 2 sl 3lidg
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” K Su“’[*‘*’ by OByds Sl g s ly
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My fellow Celebrants! Good works are not doing so well
these days.

On Ascension Day | met Johannes in Hannover.

He is a Christian and from Eritrea. Proudly he reached out
to me with his right hand to greet me.

Other parishioners told me that when Johannes arrived
his right arm was almost immovable because it had been
crushed by the butt of a gun.

But now he was able to move his arm and his hand after
a number of operations. Was that a good work that many
people did for Johannes?
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Or was that merely what goody-goody people had done?
Was it simply part of an “industry” that tries to prevent
the removal of illegal immigrants? What is the truth in
this case?

The topic of “church asylum” and “Help for Refugees”
with the back ground of what good works are has been
intensely discussed here in Erfurt in our congregations.

Last March a number of intellectuals, publicists and
authors published a “Joint Declaration” that dealt with

immigration.

What should be our reaction as Lutheran Christians?
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Is there a differentiation on the one hand between love
for the neighbour and only after that for the one not so
near?

Or to ask in the words of Jesus: Which are the good
works that shine in the darkness?

We live in uncertain and disturbing times - at least that is
my impression.

How can we arrive at any kind of clarity?

The answer is twofold: If you want to know what are
good works, follow your conscience.

And certainly those who bear responsibility for others
need a conscience.
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For instance, when a politician has to choose between
two more or less wrong decisions, then he has to act
responsibly and in accord with his conscience. That is the
one side.

But what is frequently forgotten today, something
Lutherans should never forget:

Conscience too is subject to sin.
Conscience can err.

It can be misled.

Therefore it must apply the standard of God’s word.
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Yes, what we consider the good works we’re doing can be
leading us in the wrong direction and end in disaster.

If our conscience can err, and if our good works can lead
to bad results in these disturbing times, then we need to
apply God’s word as the standard by which to go.

In such disturbing times let us in our church and in our
congregations make a re-newed effort to consult the holy
Scriptures, the Bible to hone our conscience. Let us with
increased humility and attention attend to the word of
God.

And only then follow your biblically oriented conscience
in your good works in responsibility to-wards your fellow
man.
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2. Dear Members of this Assembly! Those among us who
are more extroverted are perhaps now thinking: “Yes,
let’s do good works!

And then our light will shine in this country!”
Those more of an introvert nature might be thinking:
“We’re sup-posed to do that, too!

| hardly know how to get all my other tasks done and he
is talking about good works that shine.”
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My fellow Introverts! Jesus Christ is not laying a new ,.y\.'xfuo.} 6\.6@,@ U999 g_sjfga oL el yo (quwae

burden on you.

nt gt Al (2 Jolne Yol nx SO ol 9

n fact, it’s quite different. b e e b &1 o :
Al 2 O Qb Elhar diles (4l

It’s like the floor lamp in your living room.

Dokried duwgd (2 1) o dalS il 5o Lo Luagd Juzeil 4S (889

By the way, when the Evangelist talks about “shining”, )

then he uses the word ALaunm ; that’s where our word
“lamp” comes from. )

D9d (2 Grgals (53S0 Do B 3 b Ebr ol S &S
When you pull the plug, the light goes out. ,aajfu- o9y 0)bed ol 3R dpal el ol oybgd Sl
When you re-plug, the lamp goes on.
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And that’s the way it is with Christians. All our energy,
whatever shines in our life, all our good works are coming
out of the power of Jesus.

After all, Christ said: “l am the light of the world.”

So, plug in! With the plug in the source you’ll shine
because you hear the word of Jesus.

When we now celebrate holy communion, plug in! The
plug is connected. Jesus’ power is ready to flow into your

life so that you may shine.

And the plug was al-ready connected in your baptism.
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Conclusion: And then you’ll be going home from this Sl 0315 7y gy cpl 4o dS 3L ol dedd 31 das 5 GLL o
assembly strengthened and comforted, to do what needs (_;L@JSOJ%; Olglyd 3,48 L g _‘5_;J§ 2y Ol Bl 4 o)ligs
to be done. 23 g bl |y g
You no longer need to keep worrying whether your good )Ufj}ib LT 55 Logs Jloc] 45 58 Lo 4S5 angs ng.i:aﬁs

works are really good; rather you follow your conscience 2 h . = i .
in responsibility for the people around you. Don’t worry @ SIS OLSes JUd )3 &5 gl g Ole 3 9 ASh A b o3y

about sin or whether what you're doing is right or wrong 89 &= B dSGol 9 08 Sy 9 «.é‘su’/‘\*-‘?b‘ g3 Oy
_ (S5 (05 A Wogsboog lale
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because the plug is connected! Sl Juatio Jasly euw cpl 1)
because Christ is in you, &S s R ol 5.3&) BEUR KIS

because he goes along in your everyday life,
because he is the light and shines in your life,.
because he shines through you.

Sasl 9393 T 1)
S 2 (Pl O 345 55 ¢ 5l 1)
LS (2 29) 1) 95 895 9 el Glidigy y95 91 1)
Everything shines because Christ is here!
Al (2 68 0903 ) 9l b
Amen
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