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Grace be to you and peace from God our ol 9 1us e yuu Cals 3l eyl 9 jeaud
Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.
0 By =il ) dS 1us e f}gjjj.c\ Lo
God’s holy word for us from the Gospel 31y sl ot d5i€ Lo & 5 Las
according to St. Luke, ch. 14, which we just 2= e JL@?& i
RSN VIV A RVEY
heard.
Let’s hear again the last two verses: eI (2 b Juad ol PT 43T3° )feJ IS b
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Now great crowds accompanied Jesus, and 4y gl .53 o 0lyodd 5)}-} Coxoz 0l (o )

he turned and said to them, “If anyone 39 ol (pe 335 (oS 81 1390,8 93,5 9y OUT

comes to me and does not hate his own e s .
5] |9_>’ Wyl ¢ ) Mo 9 yuu
father and mother and wife and children 508 9OV €202 9 Q) 30 9 0%

and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his 3,5 Ll g 03 edoghd S 345 Ot’ S
own life, he cannot be my disciple. ROV
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Whoever does not bear hos own cross and
come after me cannot be my disciple... So
therefore, anyone of you who does not
renounce all that he has cannot be my
disciple.”

Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste,
how shall its saltiness be restored? It is of
no use either for the spoil or for the
manure pile. It is thrown away. He who
has ears to hear, let him hear”
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Lord, our heavenly Father, we give thanks
to you that we can gather around your
word and sacrament this day.

Come to us in these gifts so that they
transform us.

Speak to us, but so that your word does
not lead to anger when it hits us; that we
do not rejoice when it hits others; that we
are not bored when you speak with my
neigh-bour; and that | do not ignore when
you speak with me.
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Give your word so that we will not forgetit  5,0)9) 5.\.3)' P Lbow Ggb by cwds

mot choke us when cares or pleasres iS5 Gugalys b of 395
us when cares or pleasures e il o e o 31:S5 et 15
return; that we will not forsake it when it Sl =S 5 d)ﬁ/,u .JJ 2
. . 33,5 Jogels
requires a price. v
o b b il Gaele b Gl Of 51 s>
For without your word all life withers away. payub <D Ol L
Therefore speak to us, we want to be your )l \doxn (2 0@ 0 b 543)’ eled o3 f% Q9
servants and listen to you. Through Jesus 10S Cusmo Lo b Lalal gy ol

Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ!

Two office workers are talking with one
another during their coffee break about
their boss. The one asks: “Did you know
that the new department leader is a
Christian?”

The other replies: “l don’t believe that, one
would have noticed.”
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Too bad, some would say. s H92U ol (Jus 48 WS Llgs (g poT

But it would fit with what Jesus said in 2 cows dlazx 59T ol Cllas (ol Lxil o

today’s Gospel; and I'll quote it the way it ] . ) :
was printed in the Luther translation of 1912 Jlo S50 el dazrys 5o a5 il

1912: “Salt is a good thing. But when salt Sl 08,8 (J9 ol 9S85 L%A’ Tl odal
be-comes dull, wherewith can we spice S |y 1de Gz dz b el G el dld
things?” FNLE

In old high German Luther’s word “dumm”
= dull can mean dumb, unreasonable,
powerless.

S dlae @3 LT 0L 4o (el dlS
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Admittedly, these salt sayings of Jesus ¢ Sl 03) K 0y)b)d dS qurs e ol

rather cryptically and unexpectedly come Sladele 9 1 Sy Ogol OLS oL
at the end of a longer talk by him about T .

the risks and effects of being a disciple, or
of being a Christian.

S 2 oS |y O0g0 (S

2 S ) 7 |y Olsew ol (quae
Jesus him-self summarizes what he hasto  Sdaslo pled 1 Wilgi ST lalads j1 (S0 yo 108

say this way: “Anyone of you who does not o0 3,5l gl Ulg3 03«5l g oluz D9
renounce all that he has cannot be my Do
disciple”
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So when Jesus concludes his remarks about
salt with the demand, “He who has ears to
hear, let him hear”, well, to me that almost
sound like: You get three guesses what he
means.

In the Sermon on the Mount

(Matth. 5:13) Jesus solves the riddle and tells
us: “You are the salt of the earth.
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Thus when Jesus uses the image of salt, he c.USL; o3l (Sl 059 ) (G 456\93

isin fact'talkinf_.r., abOL!t his disciples., a.II who 9 Uilom g u«dbﬁl-w ol yola
follow him; he is talking about Christians,

il 2 LS aled 9 Oloeue Lo
about his church. d DRI O
My fellow Christians! Salt is a chemical 4S5 Glaard S5 S Sl Olpze Lst
compound that is always noticed; you taste Llgi (o pol
it and take note of it. _Wﬁﬁupjéabj@_,_bw

Er6ffnungsgottesdienst



Predigt Propst Gert Kelter, Gorlitz

And you know when it is lacking.
We Christians are the salt of the earth.
But are we, if people can’t take notice of us?

When Christians are surprised and say: | was
not aware that you’re a Christians.
Well, how can people know?

Er6ffnungsgottesdienst

salz

der Erde ‘

DHlds D929 ol C\S.Lo.gﬁ % (ﬁJT SUAW c\SL;Lojg

Ao (e Sl Oloerune Lo
SVETPN LAJJbLSAsQTu«S@.QC\SL}LAj
¢ o e o b @il

2 b b oladleder $3) cdSa b b pol (289
dld (Suun bad ol :J.ijzwg._mf
CCM Ol 4.>2.&O Mol yo

T3gd dxgie |y O Wl (2 pol (P 4z )



Predigt Propst Gert Kelter, Gorlitz

A member of my congregation, who later
in life came to faith, was baptized and
joined the church once told me, that
during the communist times in East
Germany it seemed easy to recognize
those in class who were known to be
convinced Christians: they had greasy hair
parted on the side, wore old fashioned
clothes, were party poopers and never
participated.
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And that did not serve to convince him of
the Christian faith.

On the other hand: Salt is a compound that
chemists refer to as “dead dogs”.

Those are substances that, in contrast to
many other elements that often react with
the air, they retain their original structure,
like many of the metals.
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Not to participate with everyone in 393 Hlislw WS (o5 (§)Ked Hgal dad o (@il
everything, to keep course with Jesus, to Sl ol ol 4SS 2 Lrd> Cmenn yo |

maintain one’s personal position — well, that S ol dS sl X
could indeed be considered a “salty” lifestyle, Jasy A Se o ] g0 e Ol

and in the proper proportion could show how 45 Cowl S0
Christians can be of influence in the world. -~\3J‘:3 Olg= o Olowws
Before German unification, around the end of 1980 sl Ho ¢ Oladl yo @u8 Slgiley o
the eighties, this particular member of my S8ad 0,500 b dS il Lo Sl gac oyl
church looked at Christians, who did not P‘QJ.\? diidld Cglase (gl o>y 433)5@3
participate with everyone in every-thing, with . P & . T
totally different eyes. Even though they 25 o8 5500 G Sebb el
parted their hair.
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What no one dares, that you should dare.
What no one says, that you should say.
What no one thinks, you dare to think.
What no one begins, that you should finish.
When no one says yes, then you say yes.
When no one says no, then you say no.

When everyone doubts, then dare to believe.

When everyone joins in, do stand aside.
When everyone praises, offer concerns.
When everyone scoffs, don’t you scoff.
When everyone is skimpy, dare to give.
Where everything is dark, turn on the light.
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Salt of the earth!

My Brothers and Sisters! There have always
been those that objected to Jesus’ comparison
with the salt and said it was illogical. They said
there was obviously no salt that could not salt,
that salt could not lose its characteristic of
being salty.

Chemically that is of course true.
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But that is precisely what Jesus is trying to
say: He who believes in me and is baptized,
he is salt of the earth. Period.

He cannot be not salt.

That’s real chemistry.

But if no one notices that you are my
followers, then, in fact salt has become
dull.

Yes, dumb, unreasonable and powerless
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When you don’t speak up and raise your 9 IS5 Cusue bads 3L oley ya S|
voices when that is necessary. (dSlwy > dad @ ) 395 Slduo
When you, like deaf people, refuse to listen 43 Mﬁ\g .bj& ly Ol g wjfwﬁ‘

when it would be important to listen , . Tz 7
attentively to what is being said in the A5 Uil b g daaa 8 565 b oS (le

world and how people speak. adS (yew ob LS opl )d 598 9 4—?
When you altogether to easily pretend not 9 J-usuoﬁ dll Lad pl yo |y Obags lais S|
to be of the world, but forget that youare 3 yg40 )3 Ju)lid (3las oo ¢l b dS S |6
still in the world. ’..'Su' 5~\3j Lo ol 3 oS
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Friendliness is surely a Christian virtue. K Cdaad Olad opl,0l3e Sl Olbuwgd
But there is also such a thing that merely ol | s
seems to be Christian. )

That is a mere convenient friendliness that , ,
attempts to avoid all conflict and refuses to O (isliangs opgz SO Jasd Jos jo 9

show other people that “saltiness” that at Ol )2 0@/3‘ Ty 4S Kke Ls'/é[? Ol
times can be necessary in our dealings with (2 @ 04335 b g (g2 500 Sl Ol

other people. b
Ilee Apostle Pauhl vvlrote tg the C(?I055|ans: 2 (6 :4) uwjgcbﬂ Jguy yudsa oyl
et your speech always be gracious, 3131 e 3 b diaen Lok o3 NURR

seasoned with salt.”
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And the love of peace surely is a Christian Clund SO Lidan (s (el Cusa

virtue. | | ol i
But there is the kind of peaceful-ness that 55 GlT des 51 4S5yl 395 uﬁ*ﬁ‘JT S LT

seeks to steer clear of anything, retaining il o] e 5 ol
your clear conscience at the expense of FOGULEL il s L <O

loving your neighbour. A8l 2 OLS0S Ggs o el (ol &S
Love for the weak makes protection and 998 @il dSlaas Gl suxo
strong support for them necessary. A5yl cdhdlxa
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In the Gospel of Mark Jesus tells us: “Have Iv?ﬁfu' oy Juzsl o guas c\sﬁf:g.\j
saltin your—s’(’alves and be at peace withy 3 (pe (Sl 9 il diklo Ji,,\g, L JM\JT
one another. Al sy Lad o3

My Friends! Another bit of chemistry at . . . .
the end, even though | personally always Lods Sl ‘Q'LCJ‘ L’SL@UUJ ‘ ubffcfs‘

thought that subject to be horrible and :f":’ﬁsu'
useless: 2 OGS e dded (B opl (pe Sl
From Jesus himself we heard that we are L9 |y LSS Q:g\)g\, Jdl
the sz?ﬂt of the earth. o (ya) S Lo 45(0_,4“ s )l Lo
We did not make us so, and we have no L e (ij 395 311y Sa ol O\.najg‘- L
saltiness of our own. So what is the o ¢ | “L>=5 TR
source? VR I o
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It is singly and only Jesus Christ. 31 9 M8 e Iy opl

Saltis —to put it in layman’s terms — a Msu' C8L)d e (s

combination of the noble element Sodium . (e . ,
| adasly SO - S ol L ¢ S
and the poisonous, stinky element Sl d) O - aZ=ael (£92 D ¢

Chlorine. @ (ped 9 Y1 e _pais &
Only when chlorine is combined with LS (g e by 02 5 s paie
sodium do we get salt. byl jl Sl g

Without the relationship with Christ we G 0l Azl @,;Mgﬁ
I:uman beings are — as Luther I:as said —a Tosusn (quwds b blsyl o9 & Olud! b
poor, stinking bag of maggots”. 5 s S oLl cu.ofyg-‘ ASJ}E.BLQ.Q
W o.\.’:\.o).)
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Poisoned by sin, poisonous for us and the GI)P 9 29 (2 P gowmno oLE &b )l b
world. AK€ -

Ol 9 29>
But in relationship with Christ, he in us and M\KL;JGU o gﬁﬁﬁ

we in him, constantly and repeatedly

connected through his word and 20 o g o yo 9l cne b LS Ola) o Lo Ll

strengthened by receiving his Body and pelnd Juaie ddoesd 9l dalS b g
Blood, then we are and can be the salt of @ Cogdl gue 093 9 0L b (o b
the earth. P

Who would have known, chemistry is not Dshilen w93 29 e (2 Olex o Lo g
that useless after all. f“'.’L“"

Candd 00 (3 @B (s o T
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May this 9th Lutheran Assembly here in
beautiful Erfurt not only connect us with
one another, but above all have our
relationship with Jesus Christ strengthened
as we listen to his word.

May there be a lot of friendliness
emanating from this assembly, but always
spiced with salt.
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May we experience great peace and take (LS (s )3 4S @yl Cawga b ly oLy inely]
that back into our congregations, and to Olesgs 03lgils bgﬁa Sleilud! o 10 9 b

those places where we live and to the , .
(QMS <8
people we live with. e
As salt of the earth. L85 ol Sl S Olgie o Lgil ded 9
Amen. el
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And may the peace of God, which is higher 4S yld )3 @lle j1 YL aS Wighas Gielyl
than all understanding, keep your hearts e 0 hled 799 lg)s ccnl @lle Ul

and minds in Christ Jesus unto life Z.. . Z ... .
.a\ao&w‘g,\; am\b@m
everlasting. Y 000 "

A

Amen. )
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